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Table 2 on Pages 103-108 of the Medicare and Medicaid Programs; EHR Incentive Program (CMS-0033-P) December 2009
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Table 20 on Pages 153-158 of the Medicare and Medicaid Programs; EHR Incentive Program (CMS-0033-P) December 2009



Standards and Certification Criteria IFR

Relevant Themes
• Creates a floor for standards, implementation 

specifications, and certification criteria for meaningful 
use. use. 

• Creates specific standards in 2011 in four areas: 

Vocabulary
Content exchange
Transporting of information
Privacy and security



Standards and Certification Criteria IFR

Relationship to Meaningful Use
• The HITECH Act fundamentally ties the standards, 

implementation specifications, and certification criteria 
adopted in this IFR to the incentives available under the adopted in this IFR to the incentives available under the 
Medicare and Medicaid EHR Incentive Programs by 
requiring the meaningful use of Certified EHR Technology.

• Certification criteria described in the IFR establish the 
capabilities and standards that certified EHR technology will 
need to, at a minimum, support the achievement of proposed 
meaningful use Stage 1 by EPs and hospitals.



Key Definitions

• Standard - a technical, functional, or performance-based 
rule, condition, requirement, or specification that stipulates 
instructions, fields, codes, data, materials, characteristics, 
or actions.

• Implementation Specification- specific requirements or 
instructions for implementing a standard

• Certification Criteria -
1) to establish that health IT meets applicable standards 
and implementation specifications adopted by the 
Secretary; or 
2) that are used to test and certify that health IT includes 
required capabilities.



Key Definitions – Qualified EHR 

• “An electronic record of health-related information on an 
individual that: 
(A) includes patient demographic and clinical health 
information, such as medical history and problem lists; and 
(B) has the capacity to: (B) has the capacity to: 

(i) provide clinical decision support; 
(ii) support physician order entry; 
(iii) capture and query information relevant to health 

care quality; and 
(iv) exchange electronic health information with, and 

integrate such information from other sources.”



Key Definitions – Complete & 
Modular EHRs
• EHR Module - any service, component, or combination 

thereof that can meet the requirements of at least one 
certification criterion adopted by the Secretary.certification criterion adopted by the Secretary.

• Complete EHRmeans an EHR technology that has been 
developed to meet all applicable certification criteria 
adopted by the Secretary.



Key Definitions – Certified EHR 
Technology
A Complete EHR or a combination of EHR Modules, each of 
which:

1)  meets the requirements included in the definition of a 1)  meets the requirements included in the definition of a 
Qualified EHR; and

2)  has been tested and certified in accordance with the 
certification program established by the National Coordinator 
as having met all applicable certification criteria adopted by 
the Secretary.



Table 1 – Certification Criteria

Table 1 on Pages 51-61 of Certification Criteria for Electronic Health Record Technology  (RIN 0991-AB58) December 2009



Table 2A – Adopted Content Exchange and Vocabulary Standards

Table 2A on Pages 79-81 of Certification Criteria for Electronic Health Record Technology  (RIN 0991-AB58) December 2009



Table 2B – Adopted Privacy and Security Standards

Table 2B on Pages 85 of 
Certification Criteria for 
Electronic Health Record 
Technology  (RIN 0991-
AB58) December 2009
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